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Left: Geaphysicists an assignment with the International Atomic Energy Agency used elec-
tromagnetic sensors to scan A three-arre decert area {inset) northwest of Baphdad for
balowpround weapons in 1997 The sersors detected buried metal scattered throughout the
area, Subsequent excavation revealed nuclear-related equipment stacked on wooden palbets

and carefully wrapped in plastic sheets

equipment worth 535 to $I0 million [larger photo).

Above: Geophysicists also found large copper EMIS | Electromagretic Fsotape Separation))

coils belowground near Lake Tharthar, north of Baghdad, The coth were part of the system
used to scparate radiogenic isotopes as a preliminary step in building a nudlear weapon.

|-r:.w|._|-cw. townd indicatons of  Fareed
\'-'L‘i‘-l'.‘:'fl'l:i. \‘-ithl?l]'. r-.-qu]rin,; markers on
the surface that could be stolen or moved

other geod

cchmical fec hmigques that successtully pr it

Lo additeon to (PR, several

the subsurface in other conditions are ne
as wschul o bag. Sessinc surveys that may
ke ablc to find large cavitics take a long
time to acquire and analviee data, render

ing them less eftective. Likewise, slectrical

reststivity Bomagraphy which maps thi

clectnical conductivity of the subsurmace 1o

discern belowground lesiures o rela
avely slow, In addiven, the resisovib
methad FECUIres [.‘Llnllju.' electrodes
throughout the sol, a disturbance inapec-

ey woksld like v muomes given the pos
\*!‘11||I1_. ot chomacal or TIII)lllefll'i:i OOt
mants e the soil,

Eoven wikl alvaneed grotoc bl cyugy
ment . 3 comprechensive search of below
zround weapons 1 beyond the scope of the
imspevtons’ capabilines. especially given i
Cap e Thiver 1.1:!1i-: CTAaneo] 1‘:1_. the TT.T%
resolunion authonzing the inspections, 71

think It would be wrong o assumie that

will

||i.‘-|"'|'|.'|:ll' Tis '.:|I‘.-.'|'I'I:'|_._'I'. ferrer Ut |r:=-.i'.\

e I|-.||||::-!--;-"\ idvances enable

lmdiden weapon program, liag's weapons

preszram 1s ek small, and lraq iz a |.

country, Mike says.

The ||:|-.|:'::_l.'-.l.|'|-.| vty wall likely b
Pike cxplains, On Ther,

Iragi officials delivered a 12,000 page o

e ':n'llil |
UMERE 07 05 Wedpons programs Wt
LN saving that the report confirms that

||:'1-.5 does not have weag

destrucnion or plans w develop chem, T

Uin L Los wwall geo po sises detagled on thar

list, and other sites suggcsted |'E.‘. intell
genice and aemal phowgraphs w harbor
WEAPONE, ind attempe to -Lil..llllli.'. the
imaanes I:I T .'.|‘-|'\-r'1 at hiesec II'E Wwis :r-li'll
inspectors show that the weapon: that
exist, including thoss belowprownd, do s
miatch with what Iraq had declared, such a
“hreach™ could trigger a meeting of the
LN, Secunty Council, at

I... (TFLE= |

whaich the
_"‘hl,.j_l,.'_:u L||||!|_'| [} |I bing 1 -||I||=.=|I'l.

insr leasy.

Al s A4
This story first appeared on werw peotimes.org,

Janeary 2003 o Geotimes 35



